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Design Concept of the Insignia

The insignia of the British Army Aid Group (BAAG) was created by its founder, Lindsay
Ride. The design of the insignia was inspired by The Scarlet Pimpernel, a novel by
British writer Emma Orczy (1865-1947), published in 1905. Set in the French
Revolution, the novel is about an Englishman disguised as the Scarlet Pimpernel, who
saves noblemen arrested by the revolutionary government, saving them from the
guillotine. The true identity of the Scarlet Pimpernel is a secret — he is known only by
the small scarlet pimpernel he leaves on his messages. Ride believed the flower

symbolised the secret nature of the BAAG’s work and chose it as its logo.



